
This activity pack is designed to focus on women in the Second World War. This particular pack focuses on the contribution of Noor Inayat Khan as a Special Operations 
Executive during the Second World War.  This activity pack can be stand alone or used in conjunction with the activity pack available on the website. This pack is designed for 
young people aged 11 and over. 

The pack includes:
• A lesson
• Resource pack to support the lesson, including an information board and timeline and a copy of the London Gazette page on Noor. 

The session begins with an explanation of what the SOE was. There is an opportunity to ask questions to young people such as why was this role so important to the war 
effort? Why would a woman be good at this role?

Slide 4 introduces Noor Inayat Khan and gives a brief outline of her life. This could provide discussions about how Noor as an Indian-American would have lived, how she 
would have felt about the war and how her upbringing could have affected her decision to join the SOE. 

Slide 5 provides the opportunity for young people to use the information board to complete a timeline on Noor’s life and answer the questions, creating a debate. Students 
are challenged to apply their learning from earlier to debate whether Noor’s experience was typical of an SOE and how they would feel if they were in her position. 

Slide 6 allows young students to take part in source analysis of the London Gazette, adding additional information to their timeline and reflecting on why the source was 
produced and why the information came out so late. 

Slide 7 asks the question why Noor is so important to remember? This can be completed as a discussion between young people or as a written task. 

Slide 8 provides the opportunity for young people to be creative and design a memorial to the work of Noor and other members of the SOE. A success criteria is available to 
support young people with their design as well as images of plaques that have been put up in honour of Noor. 



Noor Inayat Khan
SOE Agent



What is the SOE?
• The Special Operations Executive was created in 1940 as a 

military secret organisation. 
• Its purpose was to organise and carry out espionage, sabotage, 

and reconnaissance in occupied Europe – essentially it was a 
spying organisation that worked with local resistance groups to 
make things difficult for the Nazis. 

• As its purpose included people travelling from Britain to be in 
those countries it was allowed to recruit women as well as men 
who would be able to fit into the countries that the Nazis were 
in. Noor was a fluent French speaker, used to French society 
was a perfect recruit. 

• The SOE was one of the first military organisations in the UK to 
actively recruit women. They needed skills and people who 
were prepared to be in difficult situations – gender was not a 
deterrent. 

• The SOE approached people they wanted – you didn’t apply for 
those jobs.  



Who is Noor?
• Noor Inayat Khan was born on New Year's Day 1914 in Moscow to an 

Indian father and an American mother. She was a direct descendant of 
Tipu Sultan, the 18th century Muslim ruler of Mysore. Khan's father was 
a musician and Sufi teacher, who had travelled widely and was well 
known. Noor’s family moved first to London, where Noor attended 
school, before going to Paris.

• Noor was the eldest of four children and they all grew up speaking 
multiple languages, including being perfect in English and French. 

• Noor was a writer of children’s stories in France – she loved to help 
young minds develop and learn.

• The family were living in Paris when the Second World War started and 
decided to go to Britain in June 1940 as they knew they would not be 
safe living under the Nazis. The family settled in Bloomsbury, London. 

• The whole family would have been at risk - for their ethnicity, 
international attitudes and their relationships to Britain, France, 
America, and India.

• In November 1942, Noor was recruited to be an SOE. 



Activity 1 - Timeline

Task 1: Using the story you have 
been given, complete the timeline on 
Noor’s life. 

Task 2: Did anything surprise you 
about her life? Why?

Task 3: Do you think her story is 
typical of an SOE? Why?

Task 4: Do you think you would be 
able to do this role? Why?



Activity 2 – Source Analysis

Task 1: Look at the source. What can 
you learn about Noor from it? Add 
any additional information to your 
timeline. 

Task 2: Why do you think it was 
produced? 

Task 3: Why was it published so late 
after the event? Does it do Noor 
justice in its words?



Why should we 
remember 

Noor?



Task: Design a memorial to remember the work of SOEs and Noor 
Khan during the Second World War. Use the success criteria to 

label your memorial with additional information. 

Success Criteria:

• What will it look like?
• What will be included? Why?
• What will it be made from?
• How large will it be?

• Will there be any text? What will it 
say?

• Where will it be?
• How will the public be able to notice 

it?



The story of Noor Khan






