
This activity pack is designed to focus on women in the Second World War. This particular pack focuses on the contribution of Noor Inayat Khan as a Special 
Operations Executive during the Second World War.  This activity pack can be stand alone or used in conjunction with the activity pack available on the website.  
This pack is designed for younger people, aged 7-11. 

The pack includes:
• A lesson
• Resource pack to support the lesson, including an information board and timeline. 
• Design activity. 

The session begins with an explanation of what the SOE was. There is an opportunity to ask questions to young people such as why was this role so important to 
the war effort? Why would a woman be good at this role?

Slide 4 introduces Noor Inayat Khan and gives a brief outline of her life. This could provide discussions about how Noor as an Indian-American would have lived, 
how she would have felt about the war and how her upbringing could have affected her decision to join the SOE. 

Slide 5 focuses on the aspect that Noor was a children’s author and allows young people to discuss their favourite stories and reflect on their importance. 

Slide 6 provides the opportunity for young people to use the information board to complete a timeline on Noor’s life and answer the questions, creating a 
debate. 

Slide 7 asks the question why Noor is so important to remember? This can be completed as a discussion between young people or as a written task. 

Slide 8 provides the opportunity for young people to complete two questions about why Noor is so important and why she should be remembered. There is the 
opportunity for young people to be creative and design a memorial to remember the work of SOEs and Noor Khan during Second World War.



Noor Inayat Khan
SOE Agent



What is the SOE?

• The Special Operations Executive was 
created in 1940 as a military secret 
organisation. 

• Its purpose was to organise and carry 
out espionage, sabotage, and 
reconnaissance in occupied Europe –
essentially it was a spying organisation 
that worked with local resistance 
groups to make things difficult for the 
Nazis. 



Who is Noor?

• Noor Inayat Khan was born on New Year's Day 1914 in Moscow to 
an Indian father and an American mother.

• Khan's father was a musician and Sufi teacher, who had travelled 
widely and was well known. 

• Noor’s family moved first to London, where Noor attended school, 
before going to Paris.

• Noor was the eldest of four children and they all grew up speaking 
multiple languages, including being perfect in English and French. 

• Noor was a writer of children’s stories in France – she loved to help 
young minds develop and learn.

• The family were living in Paris when the Second World War started 
and decided to go to Britain in June 1940 as they knew they would 
not be safe living under the Nazis. The family settled in 
Bloomsbury, London. 

• In November 1942, Noor was recruited to be an SOE. 



Noor was a children’s 
author and loved to 

tell stories. 

What is your favourite 
story? Why?



Activity - Timeline

Task 1: Using the story you have 
been given, complete the timeline on 
Noor’s life. 

Task 2: Did anything surprise you 
about her life? Why?

Task 3: Do you think you would be 
able to do this role? Why?



Why should we 
remember 

Noor?



Task: Complete the worksheet on Noor Khan and SOEs in the Second 
World War. 



The story of Noor Khan





Noor Inayat Khan and SOEs in Second World War

Why do you think Noor Inayat Khan is important? Explain your answer. 
You can use your research and the Internet for help. 

Why should we remember Noor Inayat Khan and the work of the 
SOEs?

Design a memorial to remember the work of Noor Inayat Khan and the 
SOEs during Second World War. Think about where your memorial will be, 
what would be included and why you have included it. Label your 
memorial with additional information. 


